




























        ACCESS & HABITAT PROGRAM 
     Regional Advisory Council Project  

Proposal Review 
 
ODFW Region / A&H Regional Council: East Region / Northeast Council 
 
Project Proposal Title: Nichols Access Area 
 
Applicants(s): Brad Padberg, Quinton Grogan & ODFW Heppner District Office 
 
Date of Council Review: March 11, 2026    
 
Type of Project:   Access       X      Habitat             Other      ____ 
 
Motion: Russ Elms made a motion to approve the project as proposed. Chris Panike seconded 
the motion. 
 
Council Member Position Vote 

Tim Campbell Chairman Yes 

Chris Brown  Landowner Representative Absent 

Doug Hopper Landowner Representative Absent 

Chris Panike Landowner Representative Yes 

Tom Baker Hunter Representative Yes 

Calvin Davis Hunter Representative Yes 

Russ Elms Hunter Representative Yes 

Disposition of Vote: Motion passed 5:0 
 
Project Strengths:   

• This property has historically been enrolled in some form of an ODFW access program 
(A&H, UCAP, Open Fields) and will continue to be available for public use as a year-
round “Welcome to Hunt” property in the Columbia Basin Wildlife Management Unit. 

• Project provides year-round access to 3,310 acres of private lands in a unit that is 
comprised of only 5% public lands. 

• Access period encompasses all big game, small game, upland game bird, and predator 
hunting seasons.  

• Extremely popular, highly publicized, and very well utilized hunting area. 
 
Project Concerns: 

• None 
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